
 

“The mind of man plans his way but the Lord directs his steps.” Proverbs 16:9 

 

Dear Church family,                                              01/05/2019                                

  

What a busy 3 months! It’s been non-stop on my end, hence no newsletter until now, and it 

is difficult to know where to start. 
 

 

After nearly 2 months in Geraldton I made a 

trip across Australia. I had a family wedding 

in Adelaide and then spent a week in 

Melbourne with dear friends (the Leos) and 

sharing about Timor at a Christian School 

that will be bringing a team of 9 over here in 

July. I shared in each class about life in Timor 

and life as an intercultural missionary. It was 

a very fruitful week of helping them to 

prepare for the mission trip and refreshing 

for me to re-link and strengthen my 

relationship with the school. I then went up to Darwin and had a delightful few days with more 

friends (Paul and Helen Arundell). 
 

After these precious few weeks I was sitting in Darwin airport full of anticipation to return home to 

Timor when I received the news that my dear Timorese friend, Anita, died. She had been battling 

cancer for 7 months. I didn’t make it in time to say good-bye. Anita was a very dear friend. She 

always thought of others before herself and demonstrated 

the love of Jesus. Our family first met Anita in 2009. She has 

left behind her husband and 2 very young children (4 years 

and 9 months).  
 

It was a rough start. I was able to go to the districts and 

grieve with Anita's family, and have been busy back in Dili 

since. We had no students in Kadi for the first month I was 

here, so it was a quiet house – with 2 introverts and this 

super extrovert not sure what to do with herself! In the 

evenings I read lots of my books and started my apologetics 

studies (evangelism & defending the faith). Then the boss 

arrived! Well there was no time for reading and studying 

then. We had non-stop meetings – translating meetings, 



timetable meetings, teachers meetings, financial planning meetings, new staff interviews, new 

students interviews, and then the school semester started!                                          

Hallelujah the house is full of 8 beautiful 

new students and we have 2 new staff. 

Dina was a student last year and has 

come on board as staff. It was a no-

brainer to hire her! She is hard working, 

gentle and calm, but strong in faith and a 

leader at heart. We are a good team and 

dear friends. She's gracious enough to 

follow instructions but strong enough to 

ask questions and accept correction. 

Paulino is our newest member. He has a 

family and lives off site but comes during 

the day. We are most blessed to have 

him on the team – he is humble and hardworking, loves Jesus and cares deeply about the needs 

and spiritual growth of the students. My role this year is more focused on managing and 

mentoring the staff in their roles. It’s proven to be quite hectic organising 4 permanent staff, as 

well as the 3 non-permanent staff, and making sure they organise the 8 students. 

Working with staff on our finance system                    With Uncle Phil and two of my closest friends 

 

In our first week we were joined by Uncle Phil, who was a great support to me during the difficult 

start, and is always lovely to have around for a coffee and a chat.  

Soon after Uncle left we had  the annual national church leaders’ conference ‘Love Timor’. It’s a 3 

full day conference which we, Kadi staff and  students, attend as participants as well as helpers. 

We had one full day cleaning the premises and then we were knackered, but the conference 

hadn’t started! It was  a very lively and inspiring conference, at least  the parts that I attended. I 

attended some wonderful worship and teaching sessions, cleaned many, many toilets, drove back 

and  forth  to  Kadi  to  pick  up  and drop  off  things, and  was  juggling  sickness  while looking  

out for the other 5 sick people from Kadi (3 who were staff). 

  



 

  Teaching Christian ministry 

 

 After a weekend off the next team arrived... 

  

Ben and Niels with 

the Manancial 

Church leadership 

team 

  

 

Ben and Niels came 

to run a full 2-week 

training of Sound 

Production. They 

spent a day and a 

half setting up the recording studio, before diving in to teach six young Timorese to setup, pack 

wn, record, troubleshoot, mix and edit music. The purpose of the training was not so much about 

producing music while they were there, but setting us up to be able to continue using the 

equipment and software even after they left. This was 

my request in organising the trip. And what a fantastic 

job Ben and Niels did in achieving this! I couldn’t be 

happier! Ben and Niels fit in so well, comfortably 

mixing 

with my 

friends. 

They were 

very easy 

to have around. (Note: now as I sit and write this 

letter the sound of worship is coming from the 

recording studio, without any of us foreigners in the 

room - that is evidence of good teaching!) 



              

      

 I'm very tired and feel the strain of the intense work load at Kadi, receiving many visitors, 

studying, the emotion of losing a dear friend, some difficulties amongst church members, many 

power outages, and sweating all day long, but God is good. He is faithful in taking care of me and 

regularly reminds me of the purpose of life. He gently leads me and corrects me and loves me. All 

glory to God! 

“Sing to the LORD, for He has done excellent things.”   Isaiah 12:5 

 

Love Teeki 

 

PRAISE GOD... 
 

- 8 new students 
- 2 new staff members 
- unity amongst the staff 
- The sucess of the recording training 

PLEASE PRAY... 
- Wisdom in coordinating a team 
- Time to rest 
- I want to hear from God clearly - even just to 
know His presence 
- Opportunities to share about Jesus 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to contact Teeki and have a mobile phone, sending a text is a great 

way to keep in touch (a phone call would be very expensive).  

Teeki’s mobile number in Timor Leste is - +670 7761 7081 

If you would like to write a note/letter/card, you can hand it to Elke Graham to send 

a scanned copy to Teeki. Teeki can then reply using the same idea. 

 


